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The Audit Commission is an independent body responsible for ensuring that 
public money is spent economically, efficiently and effectively, to achieve  
high-quality local services for the public. Our remit covers around 11,000 bodies 
in England, which between them spend more than £180 billion of public money 
each year. Our work covers local government, health, housing, community safety 
and fire and rescue services. 

As an independent watchdog, we provide important information on the quality of 
public services. As a driving force for improvement in those services, we provide 
practical recommendations and spread best practice. As an independent auditor, 
we ensure that public services are good value for money and that public money is 
properly spent. 
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Key dates in the performance framework 
1 The table below shows key dates in the fire and rescue performance framework 

for 2006/07 

Table 1 Key dates in the fire and rescue performance 
framework 2006/07 

Key activities, dates and deadlines  

Date Activity/Key stage 

July 2006 Fire and rescue performance framework 
2006/07 published including: 
- Direction of travel key lines of enquiry (KLOE) 
- Fire and rescue guide to service assessment 

July to September 2006 VFM conclusion work (part of annual audit 
requirements) 

August 2006 Publication of: 
- Use of resources KLOE 
- Use of resources and direction of travel self 
assessment guidance 
Use of resources value for money profile tool 
issued, including provisional 2005/06 BVPI data 
pack  

August 2006 Use of resources (themes 1 to 4) fieldwork can 
commence 

End September 2006 Report to those charged with governance 
issued, covering auditors' work under the Code 
of Audit Practice. 

16 October 2006  Value for money and direction of travel self 
assessment returned to FRA Relationship 
Manager 

Late November 2006 to 
January 2007 

Use of resources (theme 5 - value for money) 
and direction of travel field work 

Early January 2007 Final 2005/06 BVPI data pack issued 

Late February 2007 Fire and rescue service assessments published 
for all FRAs 

Late March 2007 Fire and rescue performance framework results 
published for all FRAs  
Annual audit and inspection letter published 
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